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INTRODUCTION 
 
WAITING IN LIFE 

Many students in High School were required to read Waiting For Godot by Samuel Beckett.  A 
book – written in French – made into a play and then into a movie that involves two characters 
who are engaged in conversations with themselves and a couple of other characters about 
waiting for a character named Godot.  They discuss whether waiting for this character is good 
or foolish and end up being distracted by these conversations and never move on.  
 
Waiting is a theme throughout human existence.  Waiting for someone or waiting for 
something seems to be a predominant part of our lives.   
 

WAITING POORLY  
 
WAITING IN BIBLE 

The text from Isaiah 40 reminds us that Israel is also waiting.  It is in exile because of its sins and 
now – possibly many years later is seemingly forgotten by God and has seemingly lost of its own 
identity.  They were God’s people but they were now displaced and there were promises from 
God’s prophets about a rescue or redemption - but they were increasingly distant in the past. 
 
Isaiah mentions in verse 2 that Israel is serving double the time of punishment and we’re not 
sure if it is a reference to a time or a reference to a feeling. Jeremiah 29: 10 speaks of a captivity 
period of 70 years – a point that is referenced in Daniel 9. But perhaps it felt slow in coming - 
even in a time period where things moved slow.  God was promising that an end was coming 
but what did that mean for people who had spent much of their history waiting - and not 
always waiting well. 
 
Abraham was given a promise at 75 that he would have a son (Genesis 12.4) and yet at age 85 
Abraham has sex with her maidservant to 'fulfill' the prophecy of God - (Genesis 16).  Finally, at 
age 99 God says that they will now have Isaac the son (Genesis 17.17) 
 
Jacob was given a promise – at birth – that the elder would serve the younger but in his haste 
he deceives his brother to achieve that goal.  He then flees and is forced to wait – seven years 
to marry the wrong daughter of a man he was working for and then another seven years for the 
right to marry the woman he loves.  
 
Israel in the desert with Moses (Exodus 24.18) and Moses goes up the mountain and is there 40 
days but Israel can't wait and begins building a golden calf 
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WAITING IN TODAY  
We don’t wait easily either as we are filled with a need for instant gratification.  We have 
instant meals in microwaves and instant cleanups in dishwashers.  We have debit cards at 
ATMS give cash immediately and credit cards allow purchases immediately.  We have self serve 
at gas pumps and grocery stores – all in an effort to make us wait …………. LESS 

 
But the impatience of the process impacts our nerves.  If our lineup – or the traffic - doesn't 
move fast enough we honk our horns - or worse!  We schedule our activities but often find 
there are three activities and only two vehicles to get there in.  We pride ourselves on our 
accomplishments and believe that waiting doesn't make sense when we can ‘help’ things move 
along as we put our shoulder to the wheel and nose to the grindstone discovering that if there's 
a will - there's a way ! 
 
But we end us in a place of helplessness / hopelessness.  Corrie Ten Boom writes - worry does 
not empty tomorrow of its sorrow - it empties today of its strength.  She also is quoted as saying 
- worry is like a rocking chair as it keeps you moving  but doesn’t get you anywhere. 

 
Our year with Covid 19 protocols and guidelines have impacted us greatly.  We’ve struggled 
with waiting for it to end.  It can feel like a calendar where the dates no longer have meaning or 
like a clock that has stopped turning.  Many are feeling hopeless – like there’s nothing ever 
going to happen good again.  

 
RICHLY WAITING 

 
REALIGN FOCUS - WHO 

The passage today in verse 1 begins with a reminder of God’s presence – God’s covenant 
promises.  God speaks comfort to MY people.  He’s reminding Israel – and us – that He remains 
aware and involved in the space of our lives.  Psalm 27: 13-14 encourages us too be confident 
that God is on the move – in us and for us.  
 
Psalm 40 begins with a phrase - I waited patiently – for the Lord.  It reminds us that we wait for 
God more than anything else.  The focus on waiting is not on how much we are suffering but on 
how much God will be saving.  Lauren Daigle sings in a song – even when you don’t move the 
mountains I’m needing you to move I will trust in you. 

  
REALIGN FOCUS - WHAT 

Romans 8 continues that confidence that our waiting is less on us and more on God.  It speaks 
of a hope in Christ to grow in us but with an understanding that hope doesn’t exist for 
something we have rather it exists for something we want more of. This something is worthy 
waiting for – patiently. 

 
Good waiting develops our faith and creates hope and not despair.  Good waiting happens 
when it is God that we wait for – the God who delivers and saves and the God's whose very 
presence reassures. 
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We realize that there are parts of our lives that are superficial and others that are substantial.  
The substantial become the parts that we wait most earnestly for.  Our focus becomes 
realigned towards important things which are answers that give hope to our future. 

 
We wait impatiently for the Covid to end or for our family / friends to listen to us better or for 
our world to spin better in our favour.  BUT what we really need is to wait on / for Christ so 
show us /empower us on how to live for Him and with Him 

 
REGAIN FOCUS - HOW 

Psalm 130 vs. 5-6 declare that my whole being waits – and anticipates – what is coming.  Like 
the lookouts for a city or a ship who wait – eagerly – for the morning so it’s easier to see. 
 
Psalm 40: 1 speaks of waiting patiently but both words are the same Hebrew word - qavah - 
which means to wait.  It’s repeated to create an emphasis – I waited waited or I waited 
patiently.  This word of qavah - also has another meaning of hope – which is shown in verse 31 
of Isaiah 40 where Israel is encourage to hope or wait on the Lord.  This word is used in early 
writings of Isaiah for waiting and is now used in later Isaiah writings for hoping. 

 
Waiting doesn’t always mean doing nothing – although sometimes it does and should.  But 
when we wait for God to move – or be clearer - we still eat and work and pray and share.  We 
will still learn about God and we will still love each other and we will still live out our faith – 
word and deed – in the world around us. 

 
APPLICATION / CONCLUSION 

 
JOURNEY 

Waiting for Goddot is seen as ecclesiatical in nature in that life is meaningless - utterly 
meaningless.  They wait for Goddot - who never shows and the people they meet don't 
recognize them the next day.  Even the messenger from Goddot says that he's not met them 
before as well.  The characters want to move on - but can't --- or won't 

 
In contrast - Lent is a journey forward.  A journey to the Easter weekend and to Jesus Himself.  
It is not a journey of meaninglessness and despair but a journey of faith and hope.  It is a 
journey that will be tempted, tested and tried.  But we can walk in the faith and hope and trust 
that God walks alongside of us giving us a greater ability to wait in Him, with Him and for Him.  

 
AMEN 
 


