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POWER PAST 
I’ve been a member of about 3 or 4 churches, but I’ve been a part of about 10 faith 
communities over my life that included large churches and small churches, formal churches and 
informal churches.  Each were unique in their worship communities and ministerial and 
organizational structures and yet there were often common threads in what they were trying to 
do and how.  

 
Maranatha YYC has been on a wonderous journey from Easter to now.  We’ve looked at how 
God’s love went up during the Ascension of Jesus into heaven and how God’s love waited as the 
disciples prayed and prepared themselves for the ‘next.  We identified how God’s love came 
down up on Pentecost at the end of May and then during the last couple of months we’ve 
looked at how God’s love goes out through the church. 

 
We’ve been building a structure to illustrate how Acts 2 and the first century church relates to 
Maranatha in 2020 through Worship SHIP, through Discipleship SHIP, through Fellowship SHIP 
and last week through Missionship SHIP 

 
 
POWER RECEIVED 

But for many the structure of a church might seem static.  It’s function limited to what has 
always been done or the energy level of those able to work within it.  Many question does the 
church have any power in my life.  Does my life give the church any power? 
 
POWER BAR ILLUSTRATION 

In construction there is something called a power bar – this is capable of great things 
but only when the source its plugged in.  It’s only a conduit from the energy source.  It’s 
capable of greatness – but unless it’s plugged in – can’t deliver power anywhere 

 
GOD’S POWER 

Zechariah 4: 6 speaks of how human might and power cannot build the church.  Rather 
it’s the power of the Spirit of God that makes the church effective and affective.  In Acts 
we see the power of the baptism of the Holy Spirit but it’s evident that the power is not 
just a one-day thing in terms of the power of God in and through His church. The people 
were in awe of the great signs and wonders of God done by the apostles and God was 
saving people – adding to their number – daily 

 
GOD’S PRESENCE 

In Ephesians 3 the writer - Paul - prays for the church there.  In verse 16 he prays that 
the church would receive power from the Holy Spirit in their inner beings ie. In their 
spirits.  The Greek word for power is dunamis – what we call dynamite.  It understands 
the sheer power of God – for us and in us. 
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POWER RESPONDED 

GOD’S PROMISES 
Paul continues to pray in vs. 18 that the church - being rooted and established in the 
love of God - would have power to grasp, know, comprehend, understand the love of 
Christ for them.  Here the Greek word is – exhishuo - not the source of power but the 
purpose of power.  In fact, it might be seen as an exercise of power.  That the people of 
God would be capable of knowing and responding to God’s love 

 
POWER BAR ILLUSTRATION 

A power bar has one input but many outputs.  There are many areas which connect 
through the power bar – the church – to God.  The church is called to connect to 
ministries that make God’s power work in practical and loving ways to help God’s 
kingdom grow 

 
STEWARDSHIP DEFINED 

One of Maranatha’s understanding of church is the understanding of Stewardship.  A 
simple definition of Stewardship for the church is – the responsibility of taking care and 
using properly the gifts and calling and power of God with and for the people of God 

 
MCRC STEWARDSHIP 

Here at Maranatha YYC the senior leadership of Elders and Deacons through Council 
play a role in stewardship.  Calling the people of our faith community to recognize the 
power of God’s providence and presence and to respond to the promises of God’s 
power – in gratitude and in grace.  Creating and supporting ministries to administer that 
response. 
 
The Stewardship ministry of Maranatha is the galvanizing of that calling.  Stewardship 
oversees various parts of how our church functions through polity that supporting 
governance, programs that are supported financially and people that are called into 
leadership. 

 
The faith community of Maranatha also plays a role in this understanding of 
Stewardship.  It’s not just the Council – the Elders or the Deacons – that have 
responsibility in Stewardship.  Each of us play a part in our own levels of supporting the 
church through Stewardship.  As God has gifted each of us – the kingdom grows as we 
plug those parts of our lives into the greater good of God’s purpose and power 

 
  TITHE 

While some churches – and many charities – have struggled during the 
restrictions of Covid 19, Maranatha continues its legacy of faithfulness to God 
and His Kingdom through the church.  YET there are – and always will be – costs 
to the building resources, costs to the staffing resources and costs to the 
ministry resources. 
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  TALENT 
But writing a cheque isn’t the only talent God gave us !  God also equipped us to 
participate as He’s wired us with personalities and passions, with gifts and 
talents so that – under Christ – we may sacrifice ourselves and serve His 
Kingdom purposes 

 
  TIME 

In addition, God also called us to participate.  Each of us are the hands and feet 
of Christ and each of us are called to give the reasons for the hope that lies 
within.  In the midst of our vocations and vacations, in the midst of our families 
and friends God calls us to BE His church and God calls us to DO His kingdom / 
church work 

 
DIGITAL / OFFLINE 

Even in a pandemic world – perhaps even more so – Stewardship is a mighty calling to 
the church.  To be reminded that while we may not gather AT the building - we are still 
called to gather AS the church in the worlds in which we live and move.  We are called 
to be faithful in receiving God’s power to be His church and in responding to God’s 
promises as His church 

 
POWER PROMISED 

The church is not an ending point when things are built.  Rather the church is a muster point – a 
gathering point.  The church is built with a foundation of Worship, the structure of discipleship, 
the comforts of fellowship, the entry points of missionship and the power of Stewardship 

  
But the church is not about us - it’s not OUR church but HIS.  Jesus Christ is the centrality of 
who the church is – and always will be.  But God is also not stagnant as He continues to be 
creative in His approach to ministry and creative in His calling to those to help in the ministry.  
As a result, the church grows deeper, stronger and fuller because of it’s calling by God. 

 
Ephesians 3: 20-21 reminds us of this power – in Him and for Him and will serve as our doxology 
this morning as well 

20 Now to him  
who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,  
according to his power that is at work within us,  
21 to him be glory in the church  
and in Christ Jesus  
throughout all generations,  
for ever and ever!  
 
Amen. 

 
 
 


