
Does God Belong To Me? 
 
Scripture: Romans 14: 5-12, Joshua 24: 14-28, Deuteronomy 30: 11-20 
Date:  April 5, 2020 (video) 

 
CELEBRATION 

PALM SUNDAY 
Normally this would be a busy day for many churches.  Kids and choirs and palm 
branches celebrating the King of Kings entering Jerusalem.  Jesus entry into Jerusalem 
after three years of teaching, after three years of healings and miracles.  The time is 
apparent for Jesus to take over.  If you can remember the championship parade of the 
Toronto Raptors last spring the mass of humanity all cheering the players and the event. 

 
Matthew 21 describes the occasion as the crowds waving palm branches and placing 
them on the road – a royal red carpet.  Voices shouting Hosanna to the Son of David, 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord and Hosanna in the highest heaven.  
Such is the passion that in response to the religious leaders questioning the passion but 
Jesus Himself declares that if the crowds don’t shout praises that nature itself – the very 
stones themselves – would shout praised to Jesus. 

 
CONUNDRUM 

BETRAYAL 
But this story of celebrate takes a sudden turn.  The crowds and the disciples are 
jubilant and as Jesus arrives there is a perception that all will become right !!  Then the 
tables are turned – literally in Matthew’s account.  Jesus goes into the temple courts 
and ravages it and the money changers are driven out and things go crazy 
 
And it’s here where the religious leaders have had enough as they plot to arrest – try 
and betray Jesus.  But they will need one of his own to betray them - enter Judas.  For 
30 pieces of silver Judas will do the dirty deed. 

 
DENIAL 

But, certainly all the crowd and the excitement of the disciples would prevail as one of 
Jesus’ group could not undo all of the expectation and exaltation.   Enter Peter - the 
walker on water – the one who declared Jesus as the Messiah - the one who swore he 
would never betray Jesus .  Did just that not once – or twice – but three times 

 
REJECTION 

Those crowds – those cloakless crowds – moved from shouting exaltations to shouting 
for an execution.  Moved from praising Him to punishing Him. The tables have shifted 
and there’s a conundrum here – should be praise or should we punish? 
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CHRIST 
DETERMINATION 

But Jesus is undeterred through these changes.  He guides the entrance in Jerusalem, He 
oversees the feast of the Passover – the last supper He will have, He goes to the garden 
of Gethsemane and is abandoned by tired and sleepy disciples, He endures the ‘trial’ by 
the leaders and He endures the mocking by the soldiers.  He is determined to fulfill this 
last act of ministry - this gift of grace - despite the cost. 

 
DIRECTION 

He is determined to suffer – for us - the cost of the abandonment , the cost of the 
misunderstandings, the cost of the beatings, the cost of the cross and even the cost of 
his life so that we would be forgiven for the sins we committed and lived.  That we 
would be redeemed back into the family of God – by His grace and for His glory. 

 
  Philippians 2: 6-8 

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 

be used to his own advantage;  
7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being 

made in human likeness.  
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself  

by becoming obedient to death – even death on a cross! 

 
COMFORT 

COMFORT QUESTIONS 
LENT / VISION 2020 

In 2020 Maranatha has been on a vision quest if you will.  A journey to discover 
2020 vision by looking for God, by seeking the questions and answers of who we 
are to God and how we are to respond.  

  
CATECHISM  

One of the tools we’ve been using has been looking at the Heidelberg Catechism 
and its first question which is – What is your comfort in life and death?  We’ve 
journeyed through God’s response of forgiveness from our past, of freedom for 
the present, of God’s protection for us, of God’s assurance of the kingdom of 
heaven yet to come and God’s empowerment that we might live lives of 
gratitude in God’s kingdom now.  

 
  Covid 19 

Some have asked – why are you doing this.  In the midst of Covid 19 flu 
pandemic why are we looking at the past when the present and the future are so 
precarious.  Covid 19 is serious that is true - but the catechism speaks into this 
place.  Our fears, our finality, our doubts, our dreams.  We see the presence of 
God – not just limited in a document written hundreds of years ago – but also in 
the context of our culture here and now in 2020. 
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CHRIST ANSWERS 
In fact Christ speaks into this turmoil we face in Romans 14: 7-12 where we read Paul 
write that Christ is Lord over life and death.  That we belong to Him - whether we live or 
we die.  In looking through the catechism question – and answers – we discover that 
God’s desire is to be our God and for us to be His people.  That He would be King and 
Lord over all that we are – is for our benefit.  In our body and in our souls, Jesus is Lord 
over our lives and vs. 10  shows that it is Christ the power and authority over all.   
 

CONUNDRUM 
Yet Romans chapter 14 is also a description of the dysfunction – conundrum that faced 
the readers in Rome.  It is a look at imbalance of human perception / perspective of 
each other.  People were looking at each other as if they were greater than others – 
rather than recognizing that all of creation is the same – under Christ. 

    
In Joshua 24 we read that Israel has been greatly impacted by the gods of their world 
and that as a result are impacted by the gods of their will.  They see themselves as being 
in charge.  Joshua recognizes the conundrum of God’s people not living God’s way or 
with God’s will. 

 
God declares that we belong to Him.  Throughout the Catechism we see this and yet 
there remains a question outstanding - Do we desire that we belong to God? 

 
IF we declare that Jesus is Lord over our lives in every square inch of our lives and then if 
there’s gaps - can we honestly say that God belongs in us?   

 
Is our Christian affiliation more of a religion for Christ that a relationship with Christ?  
Are there places where we have betrayed Jesus in our thoughts, words, or deeds?  Are 
there places where we have denied Jesus to our friends, family, workers, classmates?  
Are there there times when we shout Hosanna and then shout Hang Him! 

 
CHOICE 

The answer found in Deuteronomy 30 is that the truth of resolving this conundrum isn’t 
that hard and isn’t that far away.  It is before you and it is within you – as lead by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  You need only to accept it 

 
Christ has done all the work to redeem and restore us back to belonging with God 
through the cross.  Christ now calls us to accept the grace and to live in that grace with 
others in our world. We can respond to Joshua’s call – to choose life ! 

 
APPLICATION / CONCUSION 

We ARE living in hard times with hard choices, but our journey through 2020 and Lent itself is a 
journey of looking for the person of God that becomes a presence of forgiveness, freedom, 
trust, assurance and gratitude in our lives.  A presence that leads out into the living of our lives.  
We belong to God because He made it happen.  As one who belongs body and soul to Jesus 
God can belong to us when we choose life and blessings of His grace.  


